Durability of aneurysm treatments in patients with active Behcet's disease.
Aneurysms in Behcet's disease are rare, serious, and recurrent. To achieve durable treatment, patients should receive immunosuppressive therapy before intervention to induce remission. We present early and long-term results of emergency cases of active Behcet's disease, which did not permit waiting for suppressive treatment. The study was undertaken on all cases admitted to the vascular unit, King Fahd Hospital of University for aneurysm treatment in patients with active Behcet's disease over about 10 years. All patients had exclusion of the aneurysm either by open surgery or endovascular intervention. Morbidities and mortality were recorded within the hospital admission and on the follow-up. During the study period, three cases were included. All interventions were successful and lifesaving. However, two cases, treated with surgical interposition grafts, were blocked in the intermediate term follow-up (2-12 months) and one case, treated with endovascular treatment, complicated with pseudoaneurysm at femoral puncture site after six months. Although early results were good, intermediate ones were not satisfactory because of progressive graft thrombosis and formation of new aneurysms. Awareness of these rare cases help for early identification and proper immunosuppressive before emergency vascular intervention is warranted.